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DONALD ROTHCHILD 


the 1928 Houston convention, Franklin Roosevelt re- 
marked that, stand upon the ramparts and die for our 
principles heroic. sally forth battle and win for our 
principles something more than This was, for 
R., isolated instance convention oratory, but 
expression the basic tenets his political credo: unless 
ideals were successfully applied real situations, they remained 
abstractions—no more, less. consequence, attempted 
fuse his devotion progressivism with keen understanding 
the skills the practical politician. His ability weave 
these strands into harmonious pattern accounts large part 
for his success the American political scene. 


the manuscript files the Colby College Library Treasure 
Room this letter written Franklin Roosevelt which 


helps illustrate this point. [Printed permission Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt.] 


October 20, 1928. 
Mr. Jones 
Fairfield, Center, Me. 


Dear Sir: 


have not heard what decision you have made between the 
two Presidential candidates, but remembering your firm belief the 
policies and ideals Woodrow Wilson, encouraged hope that 


1Franklin Roosevelt, The Happy Warrior, Alfred Smith (Boston, 
928), 40. 
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you have decided have decided—that under Governor Smith our 
country stands far more chance returning the path blazed out for 
our greatest President, than under the materialistic and self- 
seeking advisers who surround the other candidate; men whose in- 
fluence has already made manifest that high ideals and forward- 
looking policy—not only for this country, but for the world—would 
stand little chance under Mr. Hoover they have stood under 
President Harding, President Coolidge and Mr. Mellon. 


me, the contemptuous casting aside all President Wil- 
son’s wonderful dreams better world, and the substitution crass 
materialism and dollar-and-cents viewpoint everything has been 
world tragedy. know Governor Smith and know that his own 
way his interest humanity, his intolerance the oppression the 
weak and his desire help those handicapped circumstances has led 
him the same belief what our country’s attitude should be, 


and how its course should guided, animated President 
Wilson. 


would deeply appreciate you would write confiden- 
tially what you have decided, addressing the letter house, East 
Street, New York City. 


Yours very truly, 


When the above letter analyzed the context its times, 
Roosevelt’s acumen practical politician becomes evident. 
R., recovering slowly from his attack polio, had 
face the problem his re-entry into politics. was not 
decision made alone. Throughout his long illness had 
the counsel and encouragement Louis McHenry Howe, his 
political adviser and manager, and his wife, Eleanor. But the 


decision was essentially his, and made surprisingly 
early date. 


The thoroughness with which Franklin Roosevelt went about 
his task can stand warning anyone who looks upon 
political career dilettante’s pursuit. kept his image 
before the public participating numerous fund-raising 
efforts, organizing resort Warm Springs for polio vic- 
tims, issuing public statements, and engaging highly 
active correspondence. The last point particular impor- 
tance for the purposes this paper. Not only did his corre- 


~ 


| 
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spondence enable him remain contact with his political 
acquaintances the Wilson administration and the 1920 presi- 
dential campaign—to say nothing New York politics—but 
also fostered his stature national realized 
fully the significance operating this manner. 


Roosevelt’s voluminous personal correspondence was sup- 
plemented the frequent use circular letters. circular 
letter calling for the rehabilitation the Democratic party 
1924 brought responses from party leaders every section 
the United States. The above letter Jones one 
many hundreds which R.’s office sent out persons ac- 
tive politics the local level during the 1928 campaign. 
That there are scores replies this letter (almost all wish- 
ing well his New York gubernatorial race) indicates 
that was well received. Furthermore, November and De- 
cember following his election governor, sent out another 
circular letter the delegates who had attended the Houston 
convention, the winning and losing Democratic Congressmen, 
and the various state and county chairmen, expressing his dis- 
appointment over the defeat the national ticket and asking 
party leaders write him with respect national sentiment 
the the party the years ahead. denied that the 
Democratic party faced “extinction.” you write 
frankly,” wrote the Democratic county chairmen, “what you 
think the effect the support all year round fighting 
national organization will have our own district, not only 
the Congressional election two years hence, but the 
next Presidential election four years from 


Clearly, these efforts helped Franklin Roosevelt maintain his 
position among the front ranks American political leaders 
time when his physical disabilities prevented more active 
course. But the value his correspondence was not limited 
this alone. The replies themselves were informative, and 
Roosevelt gleaned valuable ideas from scanning their contents. 
Frank Freidel, for example, refers R.’s purpose 
writing the 1924 circular letter follows: 


2See James Burns, Roosevelt: The Lion and the (New York, 
1956), 98. 


Printed permission Mr. Herman Kahn, Director the Franklin 
Roosevelt Library Hyde Park. 
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What Roosevelt hoped achieve was discover some liberal posi- 
tion upon which all party factions could agree. wished analyze 
the replies order find “what seems the common meeting 
points Democratic minds from the North, South, East and West.” 
When had these clearly mind, felt would better able 
make concrete suggestions.* 


While the letter Jones reveals something Roose- 
velt the politician, perhaps even more interesting the 
light sheds upon his political principles. Franklin Roose- 
velt was political warrior, but not undirected one. op- 
posed religious bigotry and remained steadfast the tradition 
Woodrow Wilson time when these postures were un- 
popular many quarters. entered into the political arena 
with every intention winning the fight; not gain power for 
its own sake, but further the causes believed in. short, 
one used for worthwhile purposes. 

accepting the gubernatorial nomination 1928, 
described himself disciple great What “great 
cause?” vague, rather amorphous way, seemed bring 
together and date the progressivism his “Uncle Ted” 
and that Woodrow Wilson. repeated speeches stressed 
the need for improving the conditions the farmer, lowering 
tariffs, curbing the power the government infringe the 
rights the individual, honesty and integrity law enforce- 
ment, conservation national resources, and cooperation with 
other nations. Gradually Roosevelt’s brand progressivism 
emerged philosophy distinct from that his predecessors, 
but was slow process and one which involved prolonged 
testing and re-formulation the tumultuous decades the 
1920s and 1930s. 

soliciting Jones’ support for Smith the 1928 
election, Roosevelt touched upon three important strands 
his fabric good politics and good progressivism: his in- 
tolerance the “materialistic and self-seeking advisers” sur- 
rounding Hoover, his admiration for Wilsonianism, and 
Franklin Roosevelt: The Ordeal (Boston, 1954), II, 201-202. 

Papers and Addresses Franklin Roosevelt (New York, 1938), 
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his support for Smith. The last two points need greater 
amplification. 

With the passage iime, R.’s memories Wilson 
grew fonder. tended overlook episodes such Wilson’s 
opposition his 1914 candidacy for the United States Senate 
and dwell upon his role Assistant Secretary the Navy 
the Wilson and upon his race for the vice- 
presidency 1920. Since Cox maintained safe distance from 
embroilment Washington politics, was natural that 
should balance his ticket with the selection Wilson man. 
Roosevelt, however, “was rather anomalous 
Rexford Tugwell explains this follows: 

There could hardly have been anyone the official family little 
really identified with it. Before the war had been almost insub- 
ordinate pressing for action; while the war was going on, had 
part whatever shaping policy and had fact been outside the 
decision-making circle. Also, had good many friends who were 
not only not Democrats but were very active Republicans There 


was reason believe, besides all this, that Wilson still regarded Frank- 
lin with rather chilly and questioning eye.’ 


Yet, despite these chilly glances, one cannot lose sight the 
fact that Roosevelt campaigned Wilson Democrat 1920 
—even the extent taking fairly strong position favor 
the League Nations. enthusiasm for the League 
stemmed directly from his contact with Wilson. Wilson’s 
return voyage from Europe aboard the George Washington, 
discussed his visions the future international order with his 
young Assistant Secretary the Navy. The effect was electric. 
Roosevelt became champion the League overnight and, 
upon disembarkation, engaged extensive speaking tour 
calling for its ratification the Senate. 

After Senator Lodge and his colleagues refused accept the 
League Wilson’s terms, Roosevelt continued espouse its 
cause. 1920, Cox and Roosevelt stumped the nation urging 
the ratification the Covenant, but avail. The forces 
drift and retreat were too strong. Even R., himself, 
was caught their grips. supported the League but did not 
rule out negotiation the means for its implementation. 
this respect, his approach differed somewhat from Wilson’s. 


Rexford Tugwell, The Democratic Roosevelt (New York, 1957), 120-121. 
Ibid. 
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Thus, his speech accepting the vice-presidential nomination 
declared: 


The League Nations practical solution practical situation. 
more perfect than our original Constitution, which has been 
amended times and will soon, hope, amended the 19th, 
was perfect. not anti-national, anti-war. super-nation, 
binding the decisions its tribunals, suggested, but the method 
and machinery which the opinion civilization may become effective 
against those who seek war last within the reach 


Certainly such man would not rule out few face- 
saving concessions achieve his larger objectives. fact, 
such outlook was the very essence R.’s political 
creed. 

Roosevelt’s support for Smith was key feature his 
efforts through most the 1920s achieve place for him- 
self the world politics. saw his own political future 
terms Smith’s, for victories which Smith scored were 
his well. They were both members the Empire State team, 
and Roosevelt could not aspire for the team’s captaincy until 
the front runner had had his day the sun. least, this was 
the picture until November 1928. 

Roosevelt’s struggle behalf Smith gained him na- 
tional attention the 1920 convention. able speech 
seconding Smith’s nomination for the presidency not only en- 
deared him (who reciprocated seconding Roosevelt’s 
own nomination for the vice-presidency) but hastened his 
emergence into the upper echelons Democratic leadership. 
Roosevelt became his party’s second choice the ticket—an 
accomplishment partly attributable Tammany’s good grace 
well other factors, such his identification with the 
Wilson administration and his family political heritage. 

Following the defeat the Democratic ticket 1920 and his 
attack polio, Roosevelt was sidelined from active campaign- 
ing. Nevertheless, continued his efforts behalf Smith. 
1922, with Hearst actively seeking the Democratic nomina- 
tion for governor New York, put pressure Smith, 
public and private, accept the nomination. Smith pro- 
tested his preference for continuing his more remunerative 
work president trucking company, but the end 


R., Personal Letters: 1905-1928 (New York, 1948), 503. 
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succumbed the public’s wishes. Because his infirmity, 
Roosevelt was only able play small role Smith’s vic- 
torious New York campaign 1922; however, part the 
Smith-Roosevelt team was the move again. And Franklin 
Roosevelt would not long making reappearance the 
national scene. 

The presidential year 1924 brought Roosevelt back 
the national stage for fleeting interlude. May, following 
Roosevelt’s early announcement support for Smith, the Gov- 
ernor formally asked him take charge the pre-convention 
campaign, responsibility accepted with alacrity. Although 
his strenuous efforts Smith’s behalf were not crowned with 
success, Roosevelt emerged from the convention struggle con- 
tender for future honors. His famous “Happy Warrior” speech 
electrified the New York crowd. longer was polio vic- 
tim pitied, but force contended with. 

The defeat 1924 made Smith and Roosevelt more deter- 
mined than ever win their objective four years thence. Their 
relationship was limited almost entirely political affairs. The 
purposefulness inherent their association shown, part, 
letter “private Roosevelt wrote the Hon. Alfred 
Smith which advised the latter the strategy should 


pursue during the difficult interim period before announcing 
candidacy. 


You are gaining the esteem and confidence people every 
state and long things are going well along that line, better 
saw wood and keep out the political side things. This does 
not mean that you should keep quiet. hope, the contrary, that 
you will find opportunity between now and the first the year 
speak non-political subject the west and the south.® 

other words, Roosevelt felt that Smith had every reason 
expect the nomination 1928, and wanted sure that 
Smith would the strongest possible candidate the time 
the convention assembled. 

1928 the Smith bandwagon was full steam. Roosevelt, 
who did not serve Smith’s pre-convention chairman, worked 
hard, nonetheless, Al’s behalf during this period. met 
political leaders the South and the Midwest his search for 
votes and again directed Smith’s forces the convention floor. 


9F. Alfred Smith, September 17, 1926, unpublished Franklin 
Roosevelt Papers Hyde Park. Printed permission. 
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His efforts reached their pinnacle when delivered his nomi- 
nating speech. Supported only canes, Roosevelt was the 
very soul gallantry roused the delegates the standards 
Smith. 

Smith was nominated the Houston convention the first 
ballot. His entrance into the national arena left great gap 
home, gap which filled after strenuous urgings 
the part Governor Smith and others. The reasons for this 
reluctance partly involved matters health and timing. Never- 
theless, Democratic leaders New York were greatly relieved 
when Roosevelt finally indicated willingness run, for his 
vote-getting appeal upstate was seen strong bulwark for 
Smith the state The arrangement was ad- 
vantageous for both Smith and Roosevelt. The latter cam- 
paigned Smith platform and exhorted his listeners sup- 
port Smith every possible juncture. That Roosevelt won 
while Smith lost was not much consequence Roose- 
velt’s campaign omissions commissions but the fact that 
the electorate was not yet ready for downstate New 
Yorker. 


indication some the outstanding facets R., the 
political man, crucial turning point his successful career. 
The letter clearly identifies his support for progressivism 
its attack the forces around Hoover well its approval 
both Wilsonianism and Smith, the Democratic candidate 
for president. larger sense, demonstrates “realist’s” 
attachment the cause liberalism time when liberalism 
was out vogue. The possibilities inherent combination 
good liberalism and good politics are overlooked most 
people. Roosevelt saw these possibilities clearly, and this com- 
bination became the springboard for his unusually successful 
career. these terms Roosevelt filled vacuum the Amer- 
ican political scene. offered real leadership time when 
people were yearning for it. That accomplished this within 
the context the American liberal tradition will his last- 
ing credit. 


New York Times, October 1928, 
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ROTHCHILD’s anterior article and the imminency 

national presidential election conspired rattle the ques- 
tion: How many autographs our chief executives does Colby 
have? The answer, after consultation with card files and 
scurry through yet uncatalogued acquisitions, turns out 
fifty-six. More moving than mere number the variety the 
accumulation, which includes eleven holograph 
seven typewritten letters, eleven printed and five manuscript 
documents, one autographed card and handwritten telegram 
draft. These have been garnered over the years through the 
bounty alumni with military diplomatic liaisons and the 
ever voracious Colby Library Associates. 

The majority represented one signature each, six 
two signatures, Benjamin Harrison and Lincoln three, and 
Theodore Roosevelt (mostly virtue his correspondence 
with Edwin Arlington Robinson) twenty. the thirty- 
three individuals who have presided the White House, Colby 
has the signatures twenty-eight, although that John Quincy 
Adams appears subordinately the document signed pri- 
marily James Monroe. The five which Colby lacks are: 
Washington, Jackson, Polk, Arthur, and Harding. perma- 
nent exhibit planned for these memorabilia, contingent 
the day some euphoric sponsor helps complete the cycle. 
Until that day, and for those who crave mind’s-eye preview, 
herewith descriptive census presidential autographs cur- 
rently the Colby College Library. 


JOHN legal petition entirely his hand both sides 
browned and desiccated sheet. Two tiny sections have 
become detached, taking with them several words, but doing 
vital harm the text, which readily reconstructible. 
Adams begs The Honourable his Majestys Justice the Su- 
periour Court Judicature for the County Suffolk permit 
the sale some real estate involved the last will and testa- 
ment Jacob Eliot Lebanon, the Colony Connecticutt, 
that the debts the deceased may paid off. Dated: the last 
Tuesday August, A.D. 1772. Signed: John Adams. 


‘ 
| | 
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JAMES BUCHANAN: printed document which, reposing 
“special trust and confidence the integrity, diligence and dis- 
cretion Jonathan Dickerson,” appoints him (with the 
advice and consent the Senate) Collector the Customs for 
the District Belfast, the State Maine, HAVE AND 
HOLD, the said Office with all the rights and emoluments 
thereunto legally appertaining” for the term four years. 
Dated: twentieth day February 1858. Signed: James Bu- 
chanan. 


GROVER CLEVELAND: autograph small white card with 
heading—Executive Mansion, Washington—embossed blue. 
This was mailed, apparently request, Miss Effie Evoy 
Woodlawn Park, Illinois. Dated: July 1888. Signed: 
Grover Cleveland. 


Single-page holograph letter plain stationary from Tam- 
worth, New Hampshire, Hon. Chas. Hamlin Boston. 
thanks Hamlin for writing such informative and instructive 
letters the New York Evening Post about the issue the 
pending campaign. Cleveland “almost frightened” when 
considers the alternatives presented the people and the con- 
sequences involved their voting power. The handwriting 
minuscule, not unlike that Robinson. After retire- 
ment from the presidency, Cleveland spent many his years 
Tamworth. Charles Sumner Hamlin, financier, diplomat, 
and Assistant Treasurer the during the 1890s, was ap- 
pointed governor the Federal Reserve Board Woodrow 
Wilson. Dated: Aug 14, 1904. Signed: Grover Cleveland. 


CALVIN COOLIDGE: single-page typewritten note White 
House stationery Brigadier General Newton Turgeon 
Buffalo, acknowledging holiday greetings, expressing reciproc- 
ity and sincerest wishes for happy New Year. Characteris- 


tically laconic. Dated: January 1925. Signed: Calvin 
Coolidge. 


EISENHOWER: single-page typewritten letter 
White House stationery our recently retired college presi- 
dent Dr. Seelye Bixler, from our about-to-retire national 
president, transcribed full. 


| 
| 
a 


Colby Library Quarterly 153 


November 30, 1959 
Dear Dr. Bixler: 


Please give greetings the students, faculty and friends Colby 
College gathered this Thursday the dedication the building 
honor Elijah Parish Lovejoy. 


Named for heroic defender America’s tradition freedom 
speech and the press, this building fitting addition the campus 
college dedicated the teaching the truth—especially the 
college from which graduated long ago. 


Lovejoy gave his life recognition the hard fact that preserve 
freedom man must stand bravely for against all enemies. him, 
the victory principle was more important than the safety his own 
person. His service inspiration those who seek find, study 
and publish the truth. 


cannot end this letter without reference your own service Presi- 
dent Colby College. Fred Scribner has told your coming 
retirement and the fruitful years you have spent Waterville. The 
new campus and strength the College bear testimony your splendid 
leadership. 


Congratulations and best wishes. 


Sincerely, 


Fred Clark Scribner, native Bath, Maine, has been serv- 
ing Undersecretary the Treasury. 


MILLARD FILLMORE: three-page holograph letter plain sta- 
tionery massive size, from Washington, C., James 
Brown. Fillmore congratulates Brown his proposal pub- 
lish the the English Reports “comprising every case re- 
ported England.” available him recently only 
condensation selections from the several cases, glad 
see the project revived. apologizes that pressure upon 
his time prevents him from revising his letter. From 1837 
1885, Brown was active member the publishing house 
Little, Brown Co. Dated: April 13, 1851. Signed: 
lard Fillmore. 


Two-page holograph letter plain stationery from Buffalo 
Dr. Naphegyi condolence the death his child. 
“None but those who have suffered similar bereavements can 
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duly appreciate the desolation heart, the thought that the 
beloved one has gone forever.” (Fillmore’s daughter Mary 
Abigail died July 26, 1854, age 22.) continues 
vein pious sympathy and humility, counseling fervent 
prayer. Regrets that was compelled leave before hear- 
ing the finish Mrs. Naphegyi’s dramatic narrative the af- 
fairs Mexico, which has been told thrilling. Dated: 
March 26, Signed: Millard Fillmore. 


GARFIELD: two-page holograph letter House 
Representatives stationery Marshall Buffalo. Gar- 
field will cheerfully what can secure the Margery Pa- 
pers despite the change political complexion the House 
which may result the appropriation being allowed lapse. 
hopes that Mr. Margery will urged complete his part 
the contract soon possible. postscript explains 
that after addressing the letter Buffalo learned that the 
addressee lives “LaSalle among the Senecas.” Dated: Nov 
17th, 1875. Signed: Garfield. 


GRANT: printed document stating simply, hereby 
authorize and direct the Secretary State affix the Seal 
the United States Warrant for the pardon Lindsay 
Jenkins.” Who Lindsay Jenkins was, what crime committed, 
and why Grant pardoned him must wait the labors conse- 
crated sleuth. Dated: April 1872. Signed: Grant. 


BENJAMIN HARRISON: printed document with faded official seal 
whereby appoints Wakefield Frye, Maine, Consul Gen- 
eral the USA Halifax. “Hereby pray and request Her 
Britannic Majesty, Her Governors and Officers permit Wake- 
field Frye fully and peaceably enjoy and exercise the 
said office, without molestation trouble.” Countersigned 
James Blaine Maine, then Secretary State. Dated: 
Fourteenth day June 1889. Signed: Benj Harrison. 


Identical document, except the date, which Sixteenth day 
December 1889. Originally appointed 1881, Wakefield 
Frye was joined his son Robie (Colby 1882) Vice 
Consul immediately after graduation, which post served 
three years. 


— 
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Two-page holograph letter personal, black-bordered sta- 
tionery (his first wife died October 1892) from 674 North 
Delaware Street, Indianapolis, Indiana, Commander Charles 
Sumner San Francisco. fends off invita- 
tion visit meeting the George Thomas Post G.A.R. 
during his prospective sojourn California. Does not feel 
like making any engagements until arrives the state, but 
holds out the possibility that may able spend eve- 
ning with them. Dated: February 15th 1894. Signed: Benj 
Harrison. 


WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON: manuscript document browned 
page, with signatures subalterns reverse. for 
Six muskets and Six Dozens Cartridges for the purpose 
arming party men going down New Orleans with 
Barge loaded with public property. The military Store Keeper 
will Deliver the above mentioned articles.” Harrison was 
Commander-in-Chief forces the Northwest the out- 
break the War 1812. Dated: May 1814. Signed: 
Willm Henry Harrison. 


RUTHERFORD printed certificate military commis- 
sion. are the others its kind below, this document 
topped vivid blue official seal and eagle with distended 
wings. Below the text pictured field redundant with drums, 
bugles, stacked cannonballs, helmet with plumes, four furled 
and tasseled flags, ramrods, knives, tomahawks, bayonets and 
other instruments extinction. Convinced “the patriotism, 
valor, fidelity, and Nat Phister, Hayes com- 
missions him Second Lieutenant the First Regiment In- 
fantry, the commission continue force during the pleasure 
the President the United States, for the time being.” 
Dated: twenty-eighth day December 1878. Signed: 
Hayes. 


HERBERT single-page typewritten note personal 
stationery Edward Stevens Brooklyn. thanks 
him for the kind expression good wishes his birthday. 
Edward Francis Stevens (Colby 1889) was Librarian and Di- 
rector the Library School Pratt Institute. Dated: August 
18, 1933. Signed: Herber: Hoover. 


x 
\ 
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THOMAS JEFFERSON: document printed four parallel vertical 
columns, each different language—from left right, 
French, Spanish, English, Dutch. However, the entries hand 
all columns are English. Each column 
THOMAS JEFFERSON large capitals, then lower case, 
President the United States America. makes known 
all who shall see these presents “that leave and permission 
are hereby given Samuel Patterson depart and proceed 
with his said Schooner” from Boston Bordeaux. guar- 
antees that the cargo comprises nothing more lethal than oil, 
pepper, sugar, tobacco and whalebone, and that the schooner 
(called what exquisite coincidence nomenclature, the 
Jefferson) “belongs one more the citizens the United 
States America and him them only.” This fol- 
lowed most florid assurances the “present belligerent 
powers” that none their subjects “have any part portion 
therein, directly nor indirectly, may God Almighty help him.” 
Throughout his ascendancy Jefferson strove ceaselessly and 
optimistically maintain the rights neutrals the high 
seas, and gain immunity for trade against the disdainful 
piracy both France and Great Britain. Countersigned 
James Madison, then Secretary State. Dated: first day 
December the year our Lord Christ, 1801. Signed: Th. 
Jefferson. 


ANDREW JOHNSON: printed document with brilliant orange seal 
bottom, left, for all the world like setting sun. Under 
authority Act Congress, and with the advice and con- 
sent the Senate, appoints John Bolles Solicitor and 
Judge Advocate General the Navy Department from the 
10th day July 1865. Dated: Twenty Second day January 
1866. Signed: Andrew Johnson. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN: printed certificate military commission, 
described above, whereby Dickerson named 
Second Lieutenant the Fifth Regiment Cavalry the 
service the US. Dated: twenty sixth day February, 1862, 
“the eighty sixth year the Independence the United 
States.” Signed: Abraham Lincoln. 


Identical document, except that the official seal pink and 
Frank Dickerson promoted First Lieutenant. Dated: 


} 
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sixth day June the year our Lord, one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty three. Signed: Abraham Lincoln. 


Two-page document the handwriting Salmon Chase, 
then Secretary the Treasury, under the letterhead that 
department. Addressed “Gentlemen” Beaufort, South 
Carolina, transmits detailed instructions, direction the 
President, for disposing lands struck off the US. “Any 
loyal person twenty-one years age upwards” who has 
resided the district for six months since the occupation 
national forces may acquire pre-emption two tracts 
twenty acres each, “paying therefor One dollar Twenty-Five 
cents per acre.” Dated: December 30th, 1863, and approved 
the following day. Signed: Lincoln. 


JAMES MADISON: printed document with two engravings—a 
three-masted schooner; lighthouse perched tiny island— 
heading the text. “Suffer the Ship Henry Elijah 
mounted with guns, navigated with sixteen men—to PASS 
with her Company Passengers Goods and Merchandise with- 
out any hinderance seizure molestation the said Ship ap- 
pearing good testimony belong one more the 
citizens the United States and him them only.” 
Through these demure certificates registry, Madison tried 
assiduously Jefferson eliminate harassment and im- 
pressment neutral American sailors the high seas. With- 
fifteen months, the declared what sometimes called 
“Mr. Madison’s War” against Great Britain, avowedly rid 
itself this maritime nuisance. Dated: second day March 
the year our Lord one thousand eight hundred and eleven, 
the State Georgia, District Savannah. Signed: James 
Madison. 


WILLIAM MCKINLEY: two-page document the handwriting 
amanuensis, appointing John Foster, Charles Ham- 
lin and David Starr Jordan delegates the the Inter- 
national Fur Seal Conference. McKinley invests them with 
“full and all manner power and authority meet and con- 
fer with the delegates Japan and Russia negotiate and 
sign Convention for the better protection the fur seal and 
sea otter.” treaty satisfactory all parties was concluded. 


158 Colby Library Quarterly 


Dated: twenty-ninth day October 1897. Signed: William 
McKinley. 


JAMES MONROE: printed certificate registry described 
above (Madison). The ship indicated here the schooner 
Emigrant North Yarmouth, carrying guns and navigated 
with six men. Freedom the seas was still prickly issue 
this passionate hemispherist, who proclaimed his famous Doc- 
trine the following year. Countersigned John Quincy 
Adams, then Secretary State. Dated: Fourth day Jan- 
uary the year our Lord one thousand Eight hundred and 
22, the State District New York. Signed: James 
Monroe. 


FRANKLIN PIERCE: single-page holograph note plain sta- 
tionery Dr. Meigs. propose leave the City this after- 
noon. Will you the favor send your bill before 
Dated: Wednesday Mar [n.y.]. Signed: Franklin 
Pierce. 


FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT: single-page typewritten letter 
Navy Department stationery, Assistant Secretary’s Office, 
Hon. Hamlin the Federal Reserve Board Washing- 
ton, compliance with Hamlin’s request, FDR enclos- 
ing two pamphlets describing setting-up exercises used physi- 
cal training Annapolis. Excuses his delay forwarding 
these owing press work and length time required 
get them from the Academy. (For Hamlin, see Cleveland, 
above.) Dated: Jan. 18, 1918. Signed: Franklin Roose- 
velt. 


Mr. Jones Fairfield Center, Maine. Transcribed full 
pages 143-144. 


THEODORE ROOSEVELT: two-page holograph letter 
bordered stationery (his mother and his first wife died 1884), 
letterhead black helmet and plume with initials imme- 
diately below, from 422 Madison Avenue, New York, John 
Torrey Morse. would delighted write volume for 
Morse’s series. new field work for him and not 
certain his success, but will try his best. 1888, TR’s 
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Gouverneur Morris was published the American Statesmen 
series, which Morse was general editor. Dated: Feb Ist 
1886. Signed: Theodore Roosevelt. 


Four letters White House stationery, each typewritten 
luminous pale blue, strange our time, addressed Martha 
Baker Dunn Waterville, Maine. Two the letters are one 
page length, two two pages. commends her article 
Browning the Monthly and delivers himself 
some virile opinions about “Childe Roland,” Longfellow and 
Julia Ward Howe; invites her Washington impulsive 
scrawl between typed lines; congratulates her her book 
Cicero Maine; happy that his taste poetry (including 
Walt Whitman) evidently like hers; repeatedly beckons her 
the White House; disappointed that she cannot come and 
meet Mrs. Roosevelt but looks forward seeing her son. Mrs. 
Reuben Wesley Dunn (Litt.D., Colby 1906) was author 
four books and published frequently periodicals. Dates: 
range from September 1902 December 24, 1908. Signed: 
Theodore Roosevelt. 


Ten single-page typewritten letters variant stationery: the 
White House, Metropolitan, and The Outlook one 
personal with address Thirty East Forty Second Street—all 
Edwin Arlington Robinson. These are for the most part 
brief notes which tells EAR how much has enjoyed 
The Children the Night and asks how the poet getting 
along; informs him that can appoint him position 
special agent the Treasury New York possibly Boston 
salary $2000 per annum; happy have The Town 
Down the River dedicated him; reveals that “fondest” 
“Twilight Song” and the translations the Greek Anthology. 
generally known, wrote the review which brought 
Robinson’s poetry into prominence and kept him employ- 
ment the New York Customs House through the end his 
administration. Dates: range from March 27, 1905 March 
18, 1918. Signed: Theodore Roosevelt. 


Two-page holograph letter Sagamore Hill stationery 
Edwin Arlington Robinson. The poet’s letter has touched him 
deeply. assures him that devil masters each some 
the time and that none has never been tempted. But the 
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man who the end conquers, shows that has been tried 
the fire and not found wanting. “It not having been the 
Dark House, but having left it, that counts.” Reference 
the metaphor Robinson’s “The Dark House,” first published 
The Man Against the Sky, February 16, 1916. Dated: 
March 27th 1916. Signed: Roosevelt. 


Manuscript draft telegram printed form from the 
White House Edwin Arlington Robinson Yarmouth Street 
Boston, inquiring EAR would consider position im- 
migrant inspector Montreal Mexico six dollars 
day. Dated: April 1905 (but April Fool’s Day gesture). 
Signed: Theodore Roosevelt. 


Four-page holograph letter plain stationery from Nairobi 
Lawrence Abbott The Outlook New York City. 
reports that many his friends have written, urging him not 
return until after the fall elections, but has answered 
that such course not possible. The more thinks about 
it, the less possible stay away any longer. (His bo- 
dacious return politics familiar history.) Ab- 
bott, son Lyman, was president The Outlook from 1891 
1923, editor and author books and about TR. Dated: 
Dec 18th Signed: Theodore Roosevelt. 


Two single-page typewritten letters, one personal sta- 
tionery from Thirty East Forty Second Street, the other under 
Oyster Bay letterhead, Harold Pulsifer The Outlook 
office. the first, enthusiastic about poem Robin- 
son which Pulsifier sent him and promises good story about 
another poet with whom has had experience. the 
second, thanks Pulsifer for his offer dispatch fifty dol- 
lars aid indigent writer, scribbling between lines in- 
vitation lunch next day. Pulsifer, long the staff The 
Outlook, became managing editor and eventually succeeded 
Abbott president. Dated: respectively, February 22nd, 1915 
and June Ist, 1915. Signed: Theodore Roosevelt. 


WILLIAM single-page letter typewritten that oddly 
light-blue hue White House stationery Hon. Asher 
Hinds the House Representatives. The forcefulness and 
clearness Hinds’ Lincoln’s Birthday address Portland has 
delighted him, and extends hearty congratulations. Asher 
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Crosby Hinds (Colby 1883) was born Benton, Maine, and 
served Congress from 1911 1917. Dated: February 17, 
1912. Signed: Taft. 


Single-page typewritten note Supreme Court the 
United States stationery Godfrey Lowell Cabot Boston, 
thanking him and Mrs. Cabot for their kindly Christmas card 
and good wishes for the New Year, which Mrs. Taft and 
cordially reciprocate. Dated: December 23, 1929. Signed: 


ZACHARY TAYLOR: single-page manuscript document, foxed and 
deteriorating along two creases, requesting extra whiskey for 
four men for four days. See frontispiece for reproduction 
this “return.” “Old Rough and Ready,” this time major, 
distinguished himself the War 1812, the Black Hawk 
War, the Seminole War and the Mexican War; was elevated 
the presidency after martial career forty years. 


TRUMAN: two single-page typewritten notes per- 
sonal stationery from Kansas City and Independence, Missouri, 
Mrs. David Terry Martin Stillwater, Oklahoma. 
thanks her for sending him reviews from the London Spectator 
which contained kind comments (a) his daughter’s Sou- 
venir, Margaret Truman’s Own Story, and (b) his own second 
volume Memoirs. Mrs. Martin has been constant con- 
tributor letters, manuscripts and presentation copies first 
editions Colby’s Treasure Room. Dated: respectively, No- 
vember 29, 1956 and April 1958. Signed: Harry Truman. 


JOHN TYLER: single-page holograph letter General Winfield 
Scott plain stationery. understands from the Secretary 
War that Brigadier General Edmund Pendleton Gaines has 
consented take the 3rd District Headquarters St. Louis. 
assures Scott that will nothing weaken his au- 
requests that Gaines “as ten- 
derly dealt can.” Scott, Virginian, was Commander- 
in-Chief the Army the 1841. Gaines, Virginian, 
made his mark the War 1812, was brevetted 
general for bravery Fort Erie, was wounded action 
least twice, was later court-martialed for imprudent conduct 
but exonerated grounds patriotism. Tyler, Virginian, 
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comprised the latter half the lilting slogan “Tippecanoe and 
Tyler too” which propelled William Henry Harrison the 
presidency and himself the vice-presidency 1840. 
succeeded his running mate when Harrison died within month 
inauguration. Dated: May [n.y.]. Signed: Tyler. 


MARTIN VAN BUREN: single-page holograph letter plain 
stationery from Kinderhook, New York, Hon. Charles 
Ingersoll Washington, Van Buren has offered Lord 
Morpeth introduction Ingersoll, whose knowledge Mor- 
peth’s character makes unnecessary commend him. Van 
Buren certain that Ingersoll will highly pleased with him. 
The handwriting has fetching windtossed effect. Van Buren 
was born and died Kinderhook, some seventeen miles south 
Albany. Charles Jared Ingersoll, lawyer, author and former 
District Attorney, was then and until 1849 Congressman 
from Pennsylvania. Viscount Morpeth was George Howard, 
sixth Earl Carlisle. Dated: Dec 7th 1841 (precisely cen- 
tury before Pearl Harbor). Signed: van Buren. 


WILSON: single-page letter typewritten the pe- 
culiar azure shade noted above (T. Roosevelt and Taft), 
White House stationery Asher Hinds the House 
Representatives. grateful Hinds for his thoughtful- 
ness and sympathy “in this time greatest personal trial.” 
World War broke out July 28, shattering his dream 
maintaining peace. August issued formal proclama- 
tion neutrality; August his offer mediation re- 
mained unattended; August pleaded with Americans 
impartial thought well action. (For Hinds, see 


Taft, above.) Dated: August 17, 1914. Signed: Woodrow 
Wilson. 


Single-page typewritten letter White House stationery 
Hon. Charles Hamlin Washington, Hamlin’s friend- 
note recent date has given him much “cheering and sup- 
port” time when needed it. (For Hamlin, see Cleve- 
land, above.) introducing resolutions prohibiting Amer- 
icans from traveling belligerent ships, congressional leaders 
were blurring Wilson’s efforts induce Germany abandon 
submarine warfare. Insisting that would not consent “to 
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any abridgement the rights American citizens any re- 
spect,” Wilson finally secured the defeat these resolutions 
March 1916. Dated: February 14, 1916 (ironically, St. 
Valentine’s Day). Signed: Woodrow Wilson. 


EDWIN ARLINGTON ROBINSON HIGHER 
EDUCATION 


his biographical study Edwin Arlington Robinson, Her- 

mann Hagedorn records conversation between the poet and 
Barrett Wendell, the distinguished professor English com- 
position Harvard. Wendell, admirer Robinson’s poet- 
ry, asked him where had obtained his education. Rob- 
inson’s reply, “Right here, such was. had leave after 
two years,” Wendell retorted, “You’re damn Unfor- 
tunately Mr. Hagedorn does not provide with the source 
from which drew this dialogue, but dates during Rob- 
inson’s sojourn Cambridge between 1897 and 1898. How- 
ever, unless newly-discovered Robinson letter wrong, Wen- 
dell did not disparage college education general but only 
English composition particular. 

1920 Waitman Barbe, then professor English West 
Virginia University, inquired Robinson why seemed that 
American universities failed produce outstanding writers. 
his reply Barbe, Robinson professed his inability answer 
the question, but did record his conversation with Barrett 
Wendell twenty years before. teacher composition 
Wendell was doubtlessly skeptical about the importance for- 
mal instruction English for the creative writer, but did 
not depreciate the value higher education. Robinson’s un- 
published letter Waitman Barbe printed full. 


Hermann Hagedorn, Arlington Robinson: Biography (New 
York, 1938), 138. 
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810 Washington Avenue 
Brooklyn, April 29, 1920 


dear Mr. Barbe, 


may well honest the outset and tell you that your 
question why American colleges not produce more poets and 
novelists one that cannot answer. Barrett Wendell once asked 
had taken the regular course English composition Harvard, 
and when told him that had taken only one year it, said, 
damned This was more than twenty years ago: and 
since then, far one can see, overpowering literary geniuses 
have emerged from Harvard, from anywhere else. I’m afraid the 
only answer that they don’t happen very often—though let hope 
that few may growing somewhere earth. believe colleges, 


but doubt they have much with the genesis literature, ex- 
cept indirect ways. 


Yours sincerely, 


Robinson? 
This letter among the Waitman Barbe papers the West Virginia 


University Library. used with the permission that library and the 
poet’s niece, Mrs. Ruth Nivison. 


INDEX BENEFACTORUM 


investigation space yields daily triumphs un- 

pent cosmologists, who have now succeeded photograph- 
ing galaxies six billion light years away. The space problems 
diffident, earthbound editor touch such terrifying pro- 
portions, but they have certain discomfort their own— 
there are only many pages per issue per annum which 
cram everything that needs said and must often 
excised. More than occasionally sigh envy the in- 


finitude into which moon-haunted scientists can launch their 
ideas. 


Frequent victim our procrustean space allowance de- 
tailed account gifts received from our loyal, farflung con- 
stituency. How love dwell upon the excellencies, the 
minute and seductive points the numerous books and manu- 
scripts that come welcome flood. And how ruefully 
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consign these neatly typed sheets oblivion’s bin the 
aborning issue takes shape and press space inexorably forces 
them out. Once again the periodical frustration besets us. 
There not room enough elaborate the individual items 
kindly bestowed, but minimum mitigation!) can 
least inscribe the names our benefactors and address most 
ardent thanks them collectively. Follows listing Colby 
friends who, during the past year, have swelled our accumula- 
tions rare books, manuscripts, special collections, reference 
works, and materials for general circulation. beseech the 
indulgence those mishaply omitted and that fondly in- 
tangible soul, Anonymous, whose heart large and whose 


residence large. 


Mrs. Helen Achilles 
New Haven, Connecticut 


Charles Adams 
Auburn, Maine 


Mrs. Oksana Asher 
Brooklyn, New York 


Prof. Archille Biron 
Waterville, Maine 


Dr. Seelye Bixler 
Jaffrey, New Hampshire 


Miss Susan Bliss 
New York, New York 


Frederick Bonsal 
Saugus, Massachusetts 


Booth 
Montgomery, Alabama 


Mrs. Theodora Bothwell 


Mrs. Richard Cary 
Waterville, Maine 


George Catlin 
London, England 


Claud Chester 
Noank, Connecticut 


Class 1960 
Colby College 


Mrs. Harold Coffin 
Bangor, Maine 


Ambrose Cramer 
Rockport, Maine 


Mrs. Helen Cushman 
Mount Vernon, Maine 


Colby Library Associates 
All points 


Mrs. Lincoln Colcord 


Fredonia, New York Northampton, Massachusetts 


Rev. Frederick Daries 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Wilmon Brewer 
Francestown, New Hampshire 


Mrs. Bucholz 
Woodbridge, Connecticut 


Philo Calhoun 
Bridgeport, Connecticut 


Jerome Delisle 
Waterville, Maine 


Richard Dyer 
Benton Falls, Maine 
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Miss Elizabeth Edwards 
Albany, New York 


Millan Egert 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Charles Feinberg 
Detroit, Michigan 


Patrick Ferry 
Valhalla, New York 


Mrs. Donald Flood 
Springfield, Massachusetts 


Ronald Francis 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


Miss Eloise Franco 
West Rindge, New Hampshire 


Eugene Fudge 
Massillon, Ohio 


Nathaniel Gallin 
New York, New York 


Rev. Daniel Gambrilis 
Chicago, Illinois 


Prof. James Gillespie 
Waterville, Maine 


Goethe 
Sacramento, California 


Mrs. Berenice Grimmer 
West Baldwin, Maine 


Geoffrey Handley-Taylor 
London, England 


James Healy 
New York, New York 


Mrs. Susan Hendrickson 
Albany, New York 


Mrs. Thomas Hewes 
Farmington, Connecticut 
Miss Kate Heyman 
Brooklyn, New York 


Herbert Houghton 
Stamford, Connecticut 
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Capt. Lloyd Jones 
Higganum, Connecticut 


Fred Jordan 
New York, New York 


Mrs. Derril Lamb, Jr. 
Brunswick, Maine 


Larson 
Norfolk, Virginia 
Reuben Law 
Provo, Utah 


Dr. Waldo Leland 
Newton Lower Falls, Massachusetts 


Fred Lord 
Augusta, Maine 


Miss Lillian Lowell 
East Orange, New Jersey 


George McKay 
New Haven, Connecticut 


Dr. Morton McMichael 
Portland, Maine 


Mrs. Grace Martin 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 


Alan Mirken 
New York, New York 


Mrs. Mower 
Berkeley, California 


Rev. Clifford Osborne 
Waterville, Maine 


Herbert Philbrick 
Evanston, 


Bern Porter 
Pasadena, California 


Prof. Frederick Pottle 
New Haven, Connecticut 


Ernest Remits 
Ottawa, Canada 


Miss Kathrine Rice 
Brookline, Massachusetts 
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Mrs. Kenneth Roberts 
Kennebunkport, Maine 


Arthur Robinson 
Wellesley, Massachusetts 


Prof. Leonora Rosenfield 
Washington, 


Miss Ann Rossiter 
Locust Valley, New York 


Prof. Donald Rothchild 
Waterville, Maine 


Miss Anna Russell 
Arcadia, Florida 


Mrs. Lorimer Slocum 
Darien, Connecticut 


Dr. Austin Shaw 
Anacorest, Washington 


Dr. Stacy Southworth 
South Braintree, Massachusetts 
Raymond Spinney 

Boston, Massachusetts 


Charles Sprading 
Los Angeles, California 


Mrs. Edward Stevens 
Long Island, New York 


Stevens 
Alexandria, Virginia 


Reginald Sturtevant 
Livermore Falls, Maine 


Arthur Tourtellot 
New York, New York 


Henry Turk 
Lawrence, Kansas 


Mrs. William Upson 
Suffield, Connecticut 


David Weber 
Cambridge, Massachusetts 


John Webb 
Hingham, Massachusetts 


Mrs. Jason Westerfield 
Portland, Maine 
Mr. Mrs. Nathaniel Wheeler 

Manchester, New Hampshire 


John Willem, Jr. 
New York, New York 


Misses Adeline Caroline Wing 
Bangor, Maine 


Mrs. Thomas Wriggins, Jr. 
Meadowbrook, Pennsylvania 


EDITOR’S EPILOGUE 


Who’s Who: Dr. Donald Rothchild, Phi Beta Kappa 
product Kenyon, the University California and Johns 
Hopkins, Assistant Professor Government Colby Col- 
lege. His avidity for political science, dating from his under- 
graduate days, ranges from governmental patterns those 
the sub-Sahara—from Kenyon Kenya, one might say. 
Several his articles and reviews have appeared scholarly 
periodicals, and his book, Toward Unity Africa: Study 
Federalism British Africa, was published earlier this year 
the Public Affairs Press Washington, 


Dr. Cecil Eby, Jr., who describes himself Down- 
Easter adoption,” Assistant Professor English 
Washington and Lee University, with main concern for Amer- 
ican literature the South and Maine address Deer Isle 
the summer. has written half score essays vari- 
ous literary-historical figures and book, The Old South 
lustrated, published the University North Carolina Press, 
which brings out his “Porte Writer the Old South 
November. 


Maine Chance: Our protracted jaunt through presidential 
acres (see pages 151-163) turned some seeds discon- 
tent and left cause for brooding. seems somehow nig- 
gardly the national electorate never have elevated Pine 
Tree Stater the highest seat. Three presidents have sprung 
from our northeastern trinity, but Chester Alan Arthur and 
John Calvin Coolidge were born Vermont, and Franklin 
Pierce New Hampshire. However, cling the slim string 
consolation that least two stalwarts Maine have come 
within earshot the infrequent office: (1) James Blaine 
Augusta (though born Pennsylvania), who was nominated 
the Republican Party 1884 but lost Grover Cleveland 
the first his two unconsecutive successes—the same year, inci- 
dentally, that Benjamin Butler (Colby 1838) came 
rather remote third the Greenback Party ticket; (2) Han- 
nibal Hamlin Paris Hill, Lincoln’s first vice-president, who 
surrendered his position Andrew Johnson January 1865. 
One can only speculate the pathological progress Booth’s 
Eheu, such the fugacity time and tide! 


COLBY LIBRARY ASSOCIATES 
Founded 1935 


The object this organization increase the resources the 
Colby College Library securing gifts and providing funds for the 
purchase books, manuscripts, and other materials which the Library 
could not otherwise acquire. 


Membership open anyone annual subscription five dol- 
lars more (undergraduates, fifty cents; graduates the College dur- 
ing the first five years after graduation, one dollar), equivalent 
gift books other materials needed the Library. Members are 
invited renew their memberships without special reminder any 
date after July the beginning the fiscal year. 


All members receive copies the QUARTERLY and 
notification the meetings the society. 


Officers for 1960-1961 are: 
Founder: Frederick Pottle, Yale University. 
President: Alfred Chapman. 
Vice-President: Archibald Allen. 
Student Vice-Presidents: Ann Tracy, Daniel Traister, 
Secretary-Treasurer: John McKenna. 


Committee Book Purchases: Archille Biron (term expires 1961); 
Albert Mavrinac (term expires 1962); and (ex officiis) the President, 
the Vice-President, and the Secretary. 


Curator Rare Books and Manuscripts: Richard Cary. 


